MDOC Committee Meeting July 8th 2013

Held at The Ladybrook Hotel, Bramhall
Minutes

1.  Present: David McCann (Chair), Margaret Gregory (Secretary), Sue Birkinshaw, John Britton, Steve Dempsey, Stephen Fellbaum, Andrew Gregory, Trevor Hindle, Steve Lang
2.  Apologies: Frank Rose, Julie Brook, Peter Lomas, Matthew Fellbaum. Eddie Speak, Kath Speak,
3. Minutes of the last meeting: These had been circulated and agreed, and were signed by the chairman.

4. Matters Arising: None.
5 Financial Report: The financial report for June 2013 had been circulated in advance of the meeting and copies were available on the table. This showed that we were roughly on target for an end of year balance of £25,000.

Charity Events levy: This matter has not yet been considered by BOF

6. Coming Events:

    Twin Peak 2013: October 26th and 27th. All arrangements are in progress. An event flier is being prepared for distribution at the Scottish Six Days.

   Twin Peak 2014: June 14th and 15th. Steve Lang is to plan the City of Manchester Event and Ian Gilliver will plan Watergrove. There are some problems about arranging sufficient parking at Watergrove.

For the City of Manchester event Manchester City Council have agreed to our using the Castlefield Arena as our assembly area/arena and the Castlefield Hotel will rent us indoor accommodation for registration and baggage storage at a cost of £200 including the use of toilets. Tom Fellbaum is making progress with the map. Andrew Gregory proposed producing coloured leaflets or cards to promote the event. David McCann offered to produce a publicity leaflet.
   Compass Sport Cup 2014: February 16th Irwell Valley. It is proving difficult to confirm all permissions.  Several areas need mapping or remapping. The Forestry Commission area has been checked by Andrew Gregory and will be a valuable extension to the area.
   Lyme Park New Year 2014.  January 4th. The GMOA map of Lyme Park will have marked those walls that should not to be crossed and all crossing places marked. Vicky is updating the map. Any suggestions for map corrections should be sent to her as soon as possible. Corrections collected during Monday night training will be also used. We would like to check if some of the areas which were agreed as OOB some years ago need to still be OOB. (Pete Lomas and Trevor Hindle)
7. Event Reports/Reviews

   Greater Manchester Schools Score: Twenty children took part. The wining team from Bramhall completed the course in 22 minutes. We understand that administrative difficulties, particularly getting risk assessments signed off, restricted the number of children taking part. There may be a similar event next year.
   Summer Evening Events: 
Alderley Edge July 18th: The Blue and Green courses cross the main road. In order to allow juniors to run the course which best fits their level of competence two marshaled road crossings will be introduced. (David McCann)
  Countryside Score.  The final event will be based on the Boars Head pub near Poynton on July 24th. This summer’s events have had some 50 – 60 competitors and have been supported by members of some running clubs as well as orienteers.  We wondered what would be the best way of promoting the runs to a wider number of people next year.
  Pictorial Description Sheets: For local events we will use text description sheets for all courses, up to Light Green, so as to be more accessible to novice orienteers.
8. Community Orienteering:

Trevor Hindle had hoped to do the course that would qualify him to lead these sessions, however at the last minute the course was cancelled. Trevor will look for other training opportunities.  This means that we are unlikely to be able to run Community Orienteering sessions next year as we understand that BOF assistance towards paying a professional coach will not be available.  We would like to be able to run such groups, and might possibly have one in the Macclesfield area. David McCann will contact Dan Riley and also check on the insurance requirements.
9. National Trust Volunteering:

Orienteering is not expected to be a part in the Lyme Park programme this summer.
10. Run Challenge and Xplorer: We have read the piece about these events in Focus and so have a better understanding of the events. We understand that numbers for Run Challenge are low but there has been more interest in Xplorer. We are happy for them to be organized by the paid activators but feel it is important that they are organized to the same safety standards that we follow with our events.  We would like to provide follow-on activities for those who are taking part. (David McCann)
11. Payments for map revisions:

Sue produced a proforma on mapping for MDOC which was adopted with some changes:

Forest areas, parks and full urban maps.

a. Planner feels that a few changes are needed and is prepared to do them as part of the planning job. Possibly calling on help from others for OCAD work.  No Payment

b. Park map being updated for GMOA. For a major update the cost can be split between GMOA and MDOC. For minor updates MDOC can benefit from GMOA expenditure. 

c. Larger areas for major events where a considerable amount of surveying or a new survey is required. It is necessary to call in a pro or semi pro mapper and agree a survey price in advance.

Street maps for night events and countryside score events.

People volunteer to do maps and planning and no payment is involved. It is recognized that difficulties may arise and experienced support may be require.
No payment.
It is important that members producing maps for Night Street and Countryside Score events are given any necessary support.  Jane McCann has been producing the OS Base maps for Countryside Score events and we will pay for an updated copy of Anquet for Jane to use.
(John Britton will consult Graham Crawshaw and Andy Thornton about the support needed for planners)
12. Website revision: Nothing to report.
13. Publicity: Nothing to report
14. Arrangements for the AGM: Ladybrook Hotel, Bramhall, October 10th.  It was suggested that the discussion item should be about Orienteering Activities such as Xplorer and Run Challenge.  (David McCann)
15. Stores: We are ordering a set of kites using the Sainsbury’s tokens.
Jim Nightingale is now using the basement of The Albert Club, where he also does some of the grounds maintenance, for doing practical work such as making POC posts, as the conditions and access are better than at stores.
16. Minibus: The traditional parking place is no longer available due to building work in the yard.  At present it is parked on a nearby road.

17. Apres O tops: It has proved difficult to find a way of paying for the tops. It appears likely that the treasurer will have to make the payment from his personal account and claim a refund from MDOC.  We agree to this, and hope the tops will arrive soon.
Next Meeting: Monday 9th September 2013 at the Ladybrook Hotel
