Minutes of MDOC Committee 9 October 2017
Present:  Eddie Speak (Chairman), Andrew Gregory (Acting Secretary), Sue Birkinshaw, Julie Brook, Trevor Hindle, Peter Lomas, David McCann, Kath Speak.

Apologies:  Steve Dempsey, Ian Gilliver, Clare Griffin, Alan Ogden, Peter Ross, Tony Wagg, David Wathey.

 1. Minutes of Last Meeting:  Accepted and signed.

2.  Matters Arising/Actions:
(a)  BOF EGM. David McCann has confirmed that proxy votes will count towards the quorum for the EGM meeting. He stressed the importance of members voting.

(b)  New control stakes. Ian Gilliver will report again at a later meeting.  Action: IG.
(c)  Stores. Peter Lomas was still intending to dispose of a number of obsolete items. Sue Birkinshaw and Andrew Gregory were still willing to help with decisions if necessary.

(d)  BOF Junior Coaching days. Sue Birkinshaw had drawn these to the attention of Peter Hayes in case any Fallibroome pupils might be interested.
3.  Treasurer’s Report:  Steve Dempsey was unable to attend, but had stated that he was sorting out the Annual Accounts and their auditing in time for the forthcoming AGM.        Action SD.
4.  Future Events:

(a)  Winter events. Alison Doyle is having some problems in obtaining officials for the winter/spring series.

(b)  Ian Gilliver will be giving another safety course in November, which should increase the number of members authorized to plan and organize events. It was agreed that this should be advertised to the whole club.  Action: IG.
(c)  2018 Summer events. Sue Birkinshaw is liaising with Sheila Hills of DEE.

(d)  March 2018 Urban event. This will take place in Macclesfield, based on Tytherington School. The map will include Central Macclesfield and Riverside Park.

(e)  Twin Peak 2018. Eddie Speak has proposed an Urban weekend based on Manchester, and has applied for this to be included in the City Race Euro Tour series. This is an orienteering league with typically 7 races in major European cities each year. A “headline” urban race on one of the days should be complemented by different form of race on the other day.

Our suggestion is for a double sprint in Offerton on the Saturday, followed by the main urban race on the Sunday in Central Manchester, based on Castlefield.

We have to pay a fee to take part in this series, but it should attract a greater number of competitors, including some from Europe. Previous races have attracted between 200 and 500 competitors.

Margaret Gregory has contacted Manchester City Council to ask for their approval for this race, but she has not yet had a reply.

Sue Birkinshaw suggested that both days of this weekend and the Macclesfield urban race should be included in next year’s NW urban league.

(f)  Northern Championships 2020. We are planning to use High Dam both for the main Championships and also for a middle distance event the previous day. However there is anxiety about not having too many competitors in the Rusland Valley area, and concern about parking large numbers of vehicles in the valley. Sue Birkinshaw suggested having only the Middle Distance event using the Rusland Valley side of the map, with only limited numbers in the SW corner, which is an SSSI. Sue will continue discussions on this.  Action: SB.
NWOA
David McCann was congratulated on being elected Chairman of the NWOA. He reported on the recent NWOA Club Delegate Meeting.
(a)  Lakes 5-Day 2018. Derek Allinson will be the event director. Julie Brook has offered to do the event website.

(b)  Coaching. Hamish Willis is co-ordinator of coaching for the NWOA. He has asked all coaches to provide their coaching logs. All current MDOC coaches require a DBS certificate before they can coach juniors. Eddie Speak has sent Hamish a list of all MDOC members with any level of coaching qualification.

(c)  Grants will continue to be available to seniors. Applications should be made in advance, using the form on the NWOA website.

(d)  BOF distribution of funds. We have now received £500. There was a call for ideas for a central project to use some of the funds available to the region. One idea was for NWOA to buy a set of SIAC cards that would be available free of charge to clubs putting on a suitable event.

(e)  Elite funding. In view of the reduced funding for elite competitors, the Lakes 5-Day entry form will have an option for donating to the Orienteering Foundation, which will contribute towards elite funding.

(f)  Colour badges. The NWOA had agreed to re-introduce the Colour Badge Award Scheme.  These would be for White, Yellow, Orange and Light Green courses. Cloth badges would be available for anyone completing 3 courses at the relevant colour standard, provided they were competing on their own and not being shadowed. The rules will be circulated shortly. It was agreed that competitors should apply for badges, but they would be free. The cost of the badges to clubs would be £1.50 each. All clubs in the north-west have been asked to publish colour standards in their results.

MDOC have already purchased 5 badges of each colour. These were shown to the meeting and it was agreed they were an attractive design, and that the scheme was an excellent idea. It was agreed that when the full details are received we will publicise the scheme on our website and in the newsletter.

AGM

The 2017 AGM will take place on Thursday 19 October at 7:30 pm at the Ladybrook Hotel. Alan Ogden has confirmed that he is willing to take over the post of Treasurer, for a period of not more than 3 years. He will not normally be able to attend committee meetings, but will send a report.

Date of next Meeting:  Monday 13th November 2017 at the Ladybrook Hotel.
