MDOC Committee Meeting   Monday 12th March 2012

Hazel Grove Reform Club

 Minutes
1  Present:
David McCann (Chair), Margaret Gregory (Secretary), Sue Birkinshaw, John Britton, Julie Brook, Steve Fellbaum, Andrew Gregory, Trevor Hindle, Steve Lang. Eddie Speak, Kath Speak.  Hamish Willis NWRDO in attendance.

2  Apologies: Steve Dempsey, Matthew Fellbaum, Peter Lomas, Frank Rose, 

3 Minutes of the last meeting; Having been circulated these were accepted and signed by the Chairman.

4 Matters arising:  a) Macclesfield health request: Simon Mawdsley has organized the activity requested.


b) Thanks to the Parkers: A doormat was presented.


c) School enquiries:  No action reported so far  (Dave McCann)


d) Facebook is up and running, and with a link from the main website thanks to Steve Nichols. For the present, pictures of juniors under 16years will not be included.


e) Use of Bleathwaite: LOC have agreed to pay us £50 for using the area for a local event.
5 Financial Report:  The accounts for February 2012 have been circulated and copies were available at the meeting. They were accepted.
6 Twin Peak and Northern Championships: High Dam 19th & 20th May. Arrangements are in  hand.  Pete Lomas will circulate details of the accommodation on his return
7 Central Manchester:  Dave McCann has discussed the plans for the event with Steve Round.   Margaret Gregory has contacted Manchester City Council and had a helpful response.  Our preferred plan is for a two day event, Saturday as a middle distance event based on Salford Quays and Sunday a classic distance urban event in Manchester with assembly at Castlefield.  We believe this would make a really popular high quality weekend with good marketing potential.  The profits for the weekend would be shared between MDOC and SELOC.   Action Dave McCann to contact Steve Round.
8 British Championships: Lake District.   Helpers are being approached directly.
9 Town and Country Goyt Valley and Buxton:  Saturday and Sunday October 27th and 28th.  We have had a general indication that an event may be held in the Goyt Valley at this time. Some remapping will be needed. Dan and Michelle Riley and the Buxton participation group will be involved in the planning and organization of the weekend, particularly the Buxton urban event.
10  Bleathwaite and Torver:  Margaret Gregory has been in contact with Arnold Lancaster of the Torver Commoners Association.  There are an increased number of fairly rare birds nesting on Torver so it may be difficult for us to have an event there in April, May or the first half of June.  If we want an event in 2014 it will probably have to be at the end of February.


The Priestley Centre have asked for some more maps of the area.  We agree to supply the OCAD file for a cost of £50, and to update the file when needed.
11 Local Events: Autumn 2012.  We considered the pattern of the events and decided to continue the practice of having a yellow course  and interesting score course/s for the more experienced orienteers.
12 New Areas: Carried forward.
13 North West Club Delegate Meeting: Dave McCann reported on the North West Club Delegate meeting. The North West is to host the JK in 2015 or 2016.  The World Championships are in Scotland in 2015.  The next Lakes 5 is in August 2014.  We were asked if we felt that the NW could run the JK eight months after the Lakes 5, as there will be a heavy demand on NW manpower.  We thought we could.  It is possible that Greythwaite and High Dam could be chosen areas for the JK.  Parking will be a major issue and bussing may be necessary.  We ask Pete Lomas, Steve Lang, Ian Gilliver and Jillyan Dobby to consider this when they are in the area preparing for this May’s event. 


  There was quite a bit of discussion about publicity.  MDOC now has a press officer, Graham Phythian, who has tried to get notices of events in some local papers. Suggestions were made by Hamish Willis that they had got reports in by writing an account and submitting with a photo (juniors with family permission), and also that Vicky had done this for the Macclesfield paper with some success a few years ago.
14 Club Coaching:  Hamish Willis clarified his expectations of his role in helping clubs. These included ‘community and development’ and had been implicit, but not explicit in the plan to use his time for coaching.  This revised brief was discussed to see how it fitted in with our coaching needs. We have a number of level 1 coaches who want to work under the supervision of a more qualified coach to achieve Level 2. We have a demand from club members for coaching on TD5 areas to improve their skills and a need to support the development of newer orienteers.  We expressed interest in a days coaching using areas such as Formby, Halkyn in North Wales or Crowden.  There was also a possibility of using Alderley Edge as a follow up to the evening event there in the summer.  We also looked at involving the schools with orienteering groups, (Fallibroome, Hazel Grove and Cheadle Hulme)  Action:  John Britton, Dave McCann to liaise with Hamish.
15 Club Kit:  We agreed to carry on with choosing alternative club kit. Views on sponsors’ logos on kit were divided.
16 Archives:  Ian P Watson is planning to move house and has a pile of records from the early days of MDOC.  It will be our 50th Anniversary in 2015.  Sue Birkinshaw agreed to provide temporary housing for the archive material while it was sorted and prepared for depositing with the Local History section of either Stockport or Manchester public libraries.  Andrew Gregory agreed to help sort the papers and prepare a history of the club.  More help will be needed with this task.
17 Clubmark:  Steve Fellbaum to liaise with Rae Lomas and Hamish Willis.
18 Stores:  Eddie Speak has bought six new SI boxes, replacing old ones.

19 Junior tour assistance:  Five of our juniors have been accepted as members of the North West junior tour to Scandinavia this summer.  They have each had to make a significant individual payment and have been raising money through activities such as the cake stall.  We agreed to make an overall grant of £250 towards the cost of the tour.

Date of next meeting; Monday 16th April at the Reform Club, subject to confirmation.
